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ences in emotional response constitute an important basis for
individual variations in personality.
A nucleus of personality can be identified in this early
period. Characteristic patterns of response appear, persist,
and pervade the baby's behavior. The emotional pattern
established during the first two years is an extremely impor-
tant factor in the individual's further development.
SOCIAL     BEHAVIOR
A child's social relationships probably constitute the most
important single factor in the development of his person-
ality. During the first two years the infant makes consider-
able progress in extending his range of contacts with persons
as well as with things. At birth the baby does not even
identify the various parts of his body with himself. It is a
notable day when he first realizes that his toes belong to him
instead of to the world in general. He is doubtless per-
plexed during the first year by the fact that his shoes come
off at night while his feet do not. He discovers himself as a
cause when he repeatedly drops an object to the floor and
hears the thud or when he experiments with various vocal
noises. It is probable, however, that he learns to know others
before he really understands himself as a self.
Before he can identify persons, he has learned to respond
to them in many ways in order to satisfy his biological needs.
He early learns to cry when he wants to be picked up, if
crying has previously been successful in bringing his mother
running. He learns not to cry if crying does not bring him
what he wants. As early as the third week some babies begin
to attend to human voices, whereas earlier other sounds were
more likely to attract their attention. * In the third to the
fifth month he will turn his head in response to a voice.
Shortly after the middle of the first year he discriminates
strangers and before the end of the year is cordial to his
mirror image, plays "Peek" and "Pat-a-cake" with obvious
enjoyment, and shows a social interest both in adults and
other children.
During his second year the baby establishes still more co-